Beyond the Grave: More Than Meets the Eye
A 7-Day Devotional and Bible Study | November 2—8, 2026

Ridge Avenue United Methodist Church Pastor Kabrene Pittman Roxborough, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

Sermon Date: Sunday, November 1, 2026 Sermon Scripture: 1 John 3:1-3 (KJV) Weekly
Theme: Our future is greater than what our eyes can see.

Welcome to This Week’s Devotional

Have you ever looked at something and discovered there was more to it than you first
imagined?

A seed looks small, but inside it is the possibility of a mighty tree. A caterpillar appears ordinary,
but transformation is already part of its future. And when we look at ourselves, we may see our
limitations, disappointments, or unfinished dreams, but God sees something greater.

The sermon Beyond the Grave: More Than Meets the Eye reminds us that God’s promises
extend beyond what we can presently see or understand.

As we observe All Saints Sunday, we celebrate the promise of eternal life, the communion of
saints, and the hope that God’s love is stronger than death. But this week’s study is not simply
about what happens after we die. It is about how the promise of eternity changes the way we
live today.

Each day includes a new scripture, biblical history, geographical background, a brief lesson, a
reflection question, and a closing prayer.

Monday, November 2, 2026

Day 1: You Are More Than What You See
Scripture: 1 John 3:1 (KJV)

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

Historical and Geographical Background

First John was written to early Christian communities traditionally associated with the apostle
John. Many scholars connect these communities with the region of Asia Minor, in modern-day
western Turkey, although the letter does not identify its location. These believers faced
confusion about Christian identity, truth, and fellowship.



John reminded them that their identity was not determined by the world’s approval but by their
relationship with God.

Today’s Bible Lesson

We often define ourselves by what others say about us, what we have accomplished, or what
we have failed to achieve. But John gives us a different way to see ourselves.

We are God’s children!

The world may see an ordinary person, but God sees someone loved, chosen, and invited into a
relationship with Him.

Before we can understand what lies beyond the grave, we must understand whose we are while
we are living.

Reflection: What labels have you allowed other people to place on you that conflict with what
God says about you?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me see myself through Your eyes. Remind me that my identity
rests in Your love and not in the opinions of others. Amen.

Tuesday, November 3, 2026

Day 2: The Best Is Still Being Revealed
Scripture: 1 John 3:2 (KJV)

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

Historical and Geographical Background

The early church lived with an expectation of Christ’s return. Christians throughout the Roman
Empire faced uncertainty, persecution in some settings, and difficult questions about their future.

John encouraged believers to hold on to a promise: their present circumstances did not reveal
everything God intended for them.

Today’s Bible Lesson
There are things about our lives that are still unfolding.

You may not yet see the answer to your prayers. You may not yet understand why certain doors
closed. You may not yet recognize the person God is shaping you to become.

But unfinished does not mean forgotten.



John teaches that our ultimate transformation will be revealed when Christ appears. In
Wesleyan theology, this hope encourages us to continue growing in holiness and love through
God’s grace.

Reflection: What unfinished area of your life do you need to trust God with?

Prayer: Lord, help me remain faithful during seasons when | cannot see the whole picture.
Continue Your transforming work in me. Amen.

Wednesday, November 4, 2026

Day 3: A Place Prepared for You
Scripture: John 14:2-3 (KJV)

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you.And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also.

Historical and Geographical Background

Jesus spoke these words to His disciples during His final evening with them before His
crucifixion. The setting was Jerusalem, the spiritual center of Jewish worship, located in the
region of Judea.

The disciples were troubled because Jesus had spoken of leaving them. He comforted them
with the promise that separation would not have the final word.

Today’s Bible Lesson

Imagine preparing your home for someone you deeply love. You make room, arrange things
carefully, and anticipate their arrival.

Jesus uses the language of His Father’s house to reassure His followers that they belong with
Him.

The Christian hope of heaven is not simply about golden streets or beautiful buildings. Its
greatest promise is being in the presence of Christ.

Reflection: How does knowing that you belong to Christ change the way you face uncertainty?

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for promising that Your followers will be with You. Replace my fear of
the unknown with confidence in Your love. Amen.

Thursday, November 5, 2026



Day 4: Death Does Not Have the Final Word
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:54-55 (KJV)

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory.O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

Historical and Geographical Background

The apostle Paul wrote to Christians in Corinth, a prosperous commercial city in southern
Greece. Corinth was influenced by Greek philosophy, Roman culture, and various religious
beliefs.

Some believers questioned the resurrection of the dead. Paul addressed these concerns by
explaining that Christ’s resurrection is the foundation of Christian hope.

Today’s Bible Lesson

Death is one of life’s greatest mysteries, but Paul reminds us that death does not possess
ultimate power over those who belong to Christ.

Because Jesus rose from the grave, Christians have hope beyond earthly life.

This promise does not mean we will never experience sadness or grief. It means that even in
our grief, we are not without hope.

The grave is not greater than God’s promise.

Reflection: How can the resurrection of Jesus give you courage when facing loss, uncertainty, or
change?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for the victory of Your resurrection. When | experience sorrow,
remind me that Your promises are greater than my fears. Amen.

Friday, November 6, 2026

Day 5: Your Citizenship Is in Heaven
Scripture: Philippians 3:20-21 (KJV)

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ:Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

Historical and Geographical Background



Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, a Roman colony in Macedonia, located in present-day
northern Greece.

The residents of Philippi understood the privileges of Roman citizenship. Paul used the
language of citizenship to teach believers that their ultimate allegiance and hope belonged to
Christ.

In the KJV, the word conversation in verse 20 refers to citizenship or one’s commonwealth.
Today’s Bible Lesson
We spend much of our lives concerned about where we belong.

We belong to families, communities, churches, and nations. Yet Paul reminds us that Christians
possess another citizenship.

Our heavenly citizenship should influence our earthly behavior.

If we belong to God’s kingdom, we should demonstrate its values through compassion,
generosity, forgiveness, and love.

Heaven is our hope, but living faithfully is our responsibility today.

Reflection: What is one way you can demonstrate the values of God’s kingdom in your
community?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me live as a citizen of Your kingdom. Let my words, choices, and
actions reflect the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Saturday, November 7, 2026

Day 6: God Is Making All Things New
Scripture: Revelation 21:4-5 (KJV)

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed
away.And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful.

Historical and Geographical Background

The book of Revelation addresses seven churches in the Roman province of Asia, located in
modern-day western Turkey.



Its author, John, describes receiving visions while on the island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea.
Revelation offered encouragement to Christians facing pressures to compromise their faith
under Roman imperial power.

Its final chapters present a vision of God’s renewed creation. Religious Studies Center +1
Today’s Bible Lesson
Notice what God promises in this passage.

God does not simply promise to make things a little better. God declares, “I make all things

new.
Imagine a world without suffering, hatred, grief, injustice, or death.
This is the hope John presents.

But the promise of a renewed creation also challenges us to become agents of healing in the
present world.

We cannot eliminate every sorrow, but we can comfort someone who is grieving. We cannot
solve every problem, but we can help someone who is struggling.

Reflection: How can you bring a little more of God’s healing, hope, and love into someone’s life
today?

Prayer: God of new beginnings, renew my heart and strengthen my faith. Use me to bring
comfort, kindness, and hope to others. Amen.

Sunday, November 8, 2026

Day 7: Live Today With Eternity in Mind

Scripture: 1 John 3:3 (KJV)

And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
Historical and Geographical Background

We return to the First Letter of John, traditionally associated with Christian communities around
Ephesus in Asia Minor.

Ephesus was an important commercial and religious center in the Roman Empire. The early
Christian community needed encouragement to remain faithful amid competing teachings and
cultural pressures. The exact original audience of 1 John, however, remains uncertain. ESV
Bible +1



Today’s Bible Lesson
John concludes this portion of his letter with an important lesson.
Our hope for eternity should influence how we live right now.

Christian hope is not an excuse to sit around waiting for heaven. It is an invitation to become
more Christlike each day.

John Wesley emphasized that God’s grace continues working in believers, helping them grow in
holiness and love.

We do not become holy through our own strength. We respond to the transforming grace of
God.

So while we wait for the fulfillment of God’s promises, we can keep growing, keep serving, keep
loving, and keep believing.

We may not know everything about what lies beyond the grave, but we know the One who holds
our future.

Reflection: What is one area of your life where God is calling you to grow spiritually?

Prayer: Lord, thank You for the hope of eternal life. Help me live each day with purpose, faith,
and love. Continue transforming me into the person You created me to become. Amen.

Weekly Reflection: More Than Meets the Eye
As we conclude this week’s devotional, remember the promises we have explored.

Monday: We are God’s beloved children.

Tuesday: Our transformation is still unfolding.
Wednesday: Jesus promises that we will be with Him.
Thursday: Christ has conquered death.

Friday: Our heavenly citizenship shapes our earthly lives.
Saturday: God promises to make all things new.

Sunday: Our eternal hope calls us to holy living today.

A Final Word of Encouragement

You are more than your present circumstances.
You are more than your disappointments.

You are more than the mistakes of yesterday.

And your future is greater than what your eyes can presently see.



The same God who raised Jesus from the grave is still working in your life today.

So do not give up on God'’s promises. Do not stop growing in faith. Do not allow temporary
circumstances to convince you that God’s story for you is finished.

Because with God, there is always more than meets the eye!

Closing Prayer for the Week
Gracious and eternal God,

Thank You for reminding us that our lives are held in Your loving hands. Thank You for the hope
we have through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

When our vision becomes limited by worry, open our spiritual eyes. When grief weighs heavily
upon us, comfort our hearts. When uncertainty surrounds us, strengthen our faith.

Help us honor those who have gone before us in faith by continuing their legacy of love, service,
and discipleship.

Teach us to live each day with eternity in mind, not fearing tomorrow but trusting the One who
holds tomorrow.

May our lives reflect Your grace, our actions demonstrate Your love, and our hearts remain filled
with the promise that the best of Your kingdom is still to come.

In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
Ridge Avenue United Methodist Church

Pastor Kabrene Pittman

November 2-8, 2026

You Are Welcome at Ridge!
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